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	Downtown School Dispatch
December 4, 2007

	For information about parking and accessibility to the building for the disabled,

please contact John Johnson at 284-5848.  

For sign or language interpreters, please contact Mary Lynne Jones at 242-7781.


From the Principal’s Desk . . . 
The Nutcracker Ballet
All of our children have been invited to attend a special morning performance of the Nutcracker Ballet.  The 10:00am performance will take place at Hoyt Sherman Place Theater on Friday, December 7.  
This will be a combination of narration and dance.  During the one-hour performance, children will see the second act, Clara’s dream trip to the Land of the Sugar Plum Fairy.  Children will be entertained by the dancers and will also learn about ballet techniques and terms.
We were offered enough seats for each child, their teacher and for one additional chaperone for each classroom.  The additional seat is being offered to each classroom’s designated parent volunteer.  

We want to thank Teri Van Lent, Executive Administrator, Ballet Des Moines, for this wonderful experience for our children.  

Permission slips for this field trip were sent home earlier this week.  We must have a signed consent slip for children to ride the school bus and attend this field trip.   Another copy of this field trip permission slip is printed below:
**********************************************************************

Nutcracker Field Trip
All of the students at the 
Toys for Tots

Thank you for the generous donations so many families have already made to Toys for Tots.  We will continue to collect toys through Monday, December 17

Drake Bulldog Reading Program

Last year, the Downtown School participated in the Drake Bulldog Reading Program.  Many of our students and families were able to attend one of the Drake Men’s Basketball Games last year.
We are, again participating in the reading program and will be offering each child a voucher for the Southern Illinois game on January 2, 2008 at 7:05pm.  Although we try to avoid Wednesday evening activities, this game is scheduled for Wednesday evening and is our first day back after winter vacation.  

This year, Drake offered us an opportunity to purchase additional tickets for the game in advance.  Our PTA will be selling tickets for this game for $10 each.  $5 will stay with the PTA and $5 will go to Drake.  

We will have a section reserved for our students, which will allow parents to sit with their children during the game.

Weather-related School Closing and Early Dismissals

During winter weather warnings, please continue to monitor radios, TV and internet connections.  With the exception of heat-related dismissals, the Downtown School will follow the DMPS early dismissal / late start schedule for weather-related dismissals.  Families may also want to consider signing up for the notifications listed below: 
To sign up, go to the school district’s web site (www.dmps.k12.ia.us), click on “Sign up to receive news and information,” and follow the instructions.
NOTE: Standard text message rates may apply to cell phones or pagers. 
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Mark Your Calendar With These

IMPORTANT DATES

2007-08
PTA/SBC Meeting
Thursday, December 13
11:45am 
Adult Meeting Room
Holiday Singing at Capitol Square
Friday, December 14
11:30-1:00pm

Winter Vacation

December 20 – January 1

First Day Back
Wednesday, January 2
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

January 21

(No classes)

District Staff Development 
January 22

(No classes)

Wednesday, January 30

1:00pm Dismissal
