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	Downtown School Dispatch
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	For information about parking and accessibility to the building for the disabled,

please contact John Johnson at 284-5848.  

For sign or language interpreters, please contact Mary Lynne Jones at 242-7781.


From the Principal’s Desk . . . 
Book Character Day
Book Character Day is scheduled for Friday, November 14.  Children are encouraged to dress up as their favorite book character on that day.  Watch for additional information about this fun and educational activity.  

Road Closure
We were notified last Friday, that 5th Street, between Grand Avenue and Mulberry Street, will be resurfaced with asphalt.  The preparatory work, including milling, patching and cleanup began on Sunday, October 28.  The actual resurfacing is scheduled to occur on Saturday, November 3.  Although our usual drop off and pick up location will continue, the road will be extremely bumpy this week.  We will visit with the children about crossing the street safely so we do not have any twisted ankles. 
Downtown School parents already demonstrate patience and manners during drop off and pick up times, but please be prepared for even more challenges this week.  This is a great opportunity to visit with the children about the importance of city government, public works, etc.  We should all see an improvement by Monday morning, November 5.   Thank you for your assistance.   
Welcome

Please welcome Amy Fogarty.  Amy is our new special education teacher at the Downtown School.  Due to the increased number of children with individualized education plans and the challenge of having students at two different sites, the district allowed us to hire an additional teacher.   

DMPS Begins Year-Long Observation of 100th Anniversary  . . .

The Des Moines Public Schools is kicking off a year-long celebration of its centennial as Iowa’s largest school district.

“While we are always looking ahead to the future in education, it’s nice now and then to celebrate our history and reflect on our past,” said Dick Murphy, president of the Des Moines School Board.
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“It’s an honor to be a part of Des Moines Public Schools during our centennial school year,” said Superintendent Nancy Sebring. “This school district has been an innovator in public education for the past one hundred years, and I intend for us to stay that way as we begin a brand new century.”

The first school opened in Des Moines in 1846, before the city was even incorporated, and for the next 60 years school districts formed throughout the growing community. By the early 1900s, more than 20 different school districts served students in Des Moines. In 1907, community leaders questioned how so many separate districts could serve students of the same city, and so a consolidation was proposed and put on the ballot. On May 21, 1907 – by a vote of 3,081 for and 943 against – voters approved the creation of the Des Moines Independent Community School District. The outcome was challenged in court and, in July of 1908, was ratified by the Iowa Supreme Court.

Other centennial-related activities include a documentary being produced by the school district’s television station, Channel 12; district-wide birthday parties at the 60 schools in Des Moines; and a special web site where visitors can learn more about the history of the school district and see long-lost photos of early schools, students and teachers in Des Moines. 
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Mark Your Calendar With These

IMPORTANT DATES

2007-08
PTA/SBC Meeting
Thursday, October 18
11:45am 
Adult Meeting Room

DTS Book Fair - Keck Lobby

Tuesday, October 23

7:50-8:30am, 11:00am-1:00pm

Wednesday, October 24

7:50-8:30am, 11:00am-1:00pm, 2:00-2:30pm
Thursday, October 25

7:50-8:30am, 11:00am-1:00pm

Conferences
Friday, October 29
Downtown School PTA
Entertainment Books - $20.00,

Keck Lobby and Capital Square Lobby
Younkers Community Day

Saturday, November 10

Early Dismissal – Professional Development

Wednesday, November 14

1:00pm Dismissal

