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	For information about parking and accessibility to the building for the disabled,

please contact John Johnson at 284-5848.  

For sign or language interpreters, please contact Mary Lynne Jones at 242-7781.


From the Principal’s Desk . . . 
Welcome to our new students and families, and welcome back to our returning students and families.  I hope each of you has had a safe and relaxing summer and that children found time to read during vacation.  As summer vacation comes to a close, we look forward to a new school year, with all of its challenges and rewards.

With an awareness of each child’s academic, social and emotional needs, and while providing a safe and structured environment, we will guide students in building a foundation for life-long learning as they grow from present levels to their maximum potential.

The staff at the Downtown School is dedicated to your child’s education and safety.  Please call your child’s teacher throughout the year with any questions or concerns.

This is your school.  You are welcome here.

Sincerely,

John Johnson

Safety Concerns:
Drop-off & Pick-up 

Please remember that the right lane on 5th Street, between Grand and Locust, is only for drop-off and pick-up during arrival and dismissal times.  If a driver leaves their car there - - even for a couple of minutes - - it can cause a traffic back-up and potential accidents for our other families.  Thank you, in advance, for your assistance with this.

“Heelys”

There is a new kind of shoe on the market.  These shoes are called “Heelys”. 

They look fun . . . kind of like skates or roller blades.  At school, they also have the potential of causing injury to both the child wearing them and to those around.   This is especially a concern while children are on stairs, escalators or crossing the streets.  Last school year, we discussed this safety issue at a staff meeting and during our last SBC/PTA meeting and decided that these shoes should not be allowed at school for the 2007-08 school year.  Some of these shoes have removable wheels and a plug transforms them into regular shoes.  If the wheels are left at home, the shoes should not cause a problem at school.  Thank you for your understanding and assistance with this. 

Health Update

The Downtown School must address a potentially severe health concern with our families.  We recognize that several students at the Downtown School have allergies to peanuts, tree nuts and their products.  There is no way to predict how serious any reaction will be.  Therefore, all reactions must be taken seriously. Peanuts are the most common type of food allergy.  The prevalence of peanut and tree nut allergies in children has doubled in the past five years.  For some of our children, exposure to even a small amount of peanuts, tree nuts or their products can cause a life threatening allergic reaction.  When other students eat peanuts or nut foods, a small amount of residue can remain on their hands, body or clothing.  This leads to possible exposure of these substances to students who have severe allergies.  

One of the strengths of the Downtown School is the caring and community spirit of our parents and students.  In this spirit, we would like to discourage the use of all peanut and tree nut foods in our school.  This request is designed to balance student safety with the practicality of implementation and recognition of each student’s individual needs, while creating an appropriate level of awareness and concern among the entire school population.

The school will strive to meet this goal by limiting the use of peanut and nut foods at the school and by educating and training staff, students and parents.  We request that the parent or guardian advise the school of all known allergens that their children have.  An emergency plan will be written for individual students, according to their needs, at the beginning of each school year.  All families are requested to not bring any food to school that is known to have peanuts, tree nuts or their products.  As lunch and snack items are purchased, please be diligent in reading labels to check for ingredients.

Some other foods that can cause allergic reactions include, but are not limited to eggs, soy, wheat, milk, shellfish or other types of fish.  If you have questions please feel free to call or stop by and visit with Mrs. Smith or Mr. Johnson.
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Mark Your Calendar With These

IMPORTANT DATES

2007-08

Registration Day(s)

Thursday, August 2

10:00am-6:00pm

and 

Tuesday, August 7

10:00am -6:00pm

First Night of School

for our new 5 year olds

Thursday, August 9

6:30pm - 7:30pm

First Day of School

for 2007-08 School Year
Monday, August 13

